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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 1 

1-21. (Cancelled). 

22. (Currently amended) An isolated polypeptide having at least 3Q% -95% amino' 
acid sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45; { 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45, lacking its 1 
associated signal peptide; 

(c) the amino aeki acids 77-310- sequence of fh n exfeaee H a te d om am of the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45 , whoroin the extracellular domain ia amino aoidG 77 310 ; 
or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the fulUength 
coding sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203966, and 

wherein said isolated polypeptide has the ability to induce chondrocyte 
^differentiation. 

23. (Currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 22 having at least *S% 
96%arnino acid sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45> lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 

(c) the amino aei4 acids 77-310 sequcnco of tho exteaeelhriar Hnmnm 0 f the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45 , wherein tho oxlracellular domain is amino acids 77 310 ; 
or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length • 
coding sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203966; and 

wherein said isolated polypeptide has the ability to induce chondrocyte 
^differentiation. 

24. (Currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 22 having at least 96% 
97%.amino acid sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45, lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 
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! (c) the amino aGid acids 77-31Q soguonnn nf tho mrtrnr^ T l nHr Hn ^j n 0 f &e 

polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45 , wheroin tho cirtmoollulor domain ia amino acido 77 310 ; 
or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length 
coding sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203966; and 

wherein said isolated polypeptide has the ability to induce chondrocyte 
^differentiation. 

25. (Currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 22 having at least 95% 
985£_amino acid sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45, lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 

(C) the amino eekl acids 77-310 fioqunnnn nf thn fnrW»11n1nT ^m,;^ 0 f ft e 

polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45 , wheroin tho OKfraoollular domain is amino aoids 77 310 ; 
or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length 
coding sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203966; and 

wherein said isolated polypeptide has the ability to induce chondrocyte 
redifferentiation. 

26. (CuiTently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 22 having at least 99% 
amino acid sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45, lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 

(c) the amino aeid acids 77-310 ncqunnnn nf thn mrwniininr 0 f fte 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NQ:45 , whoroin tho extrac e llular domain io amino acido 77 310 ; 
or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length 
coding sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203966; and 

wherein said isolated polypeptide has the ability to induce chondrocyte 
rcdifferentiation. 
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27. (Currently amended) An isolated polypeptide comprising: * 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45; 1 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45/ lacking its 
associated signal peptide; : 

(C) the amino aekl adds 77-310 eoquflnce nf thn mrWnl l nlnr fWrmr 0 f t he 

polypeptide of SEQ ID NQ:45 , wW r nn fee BXteaselfakg flnmnin ii nmi n o nrir h 77 1 10 ; 
or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length 
coding sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203966. 

28. (Previously presented) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 27 comprising the 
amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45. 

29. (Previously presented) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 27 comprising the 
amino acid sequence of the polypeptide SEQ ID NO:45, lacking its associated signal peptide. 

30. (Currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 27 comprising fee amino 
a6i ^ acids 77-310 s equcnoo of th e a xtmcplliilnr Hnmnin of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:45 T 
wher e in th o e xtrac e llular domain is amino acids 77 310 . 

31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Previously presented) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 27 comprising the 
amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding sequence of the cDNA 
deposited under ATCC accession number 203966. 

33. (Previously presented) A chimeric polypeptide comprising a polypeptide 
according to Claim 22 fused to a heterologous polypeptide. 

34. (Previously presented) The chimeric polypeptide of Claim 33, wherein said 
heterologous polypeptide is a tag polypeptide or an Fc region of an immunoglobulin. 
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